
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

From the scarecrow who opined, “If I only had a 

brain,” to the young student who decides that one 

degree is not nearly enough to the philosophers who 

gathered in the Agora to Solomon who asked for it 

above anything else, there is, and always has been a 

universal appeal to wisdom.   

And we can find places where that pursuit for 

knowledge is good, as it leads to productivity and 

achievement, and results in discovery  and advance-

ment.  

But we can also look and see examples where the 

appeal of wisdom has been detrimental. There’s the 

trouble that the teen runs into when wisdom tells him 

that he knows more than his parents and teachers. Or 

the losses that the investor suffers when wisdom has 

him believe that he knows better than everyone else.  

Today in that interesting section from Proverbs, 

we hear two appeals from wisdom. And as we look at 

that section, it is our job to ID where those appeals 

are coming from; and to figure out whose appeal we 

will listen to.  

As we look at those two sections, at first glance 

the appeals sound very much the same. Verses 3-4 

have this invitation, “She has sent out her maids, 

and she calls from the highest point of the city. ‘Let 

all who are simple come in here!’ she says to those 

who lack judgment” (Pr 9:3–4). And in verses 14-16, 

the same thought is repeated, “She sits at the door of 

her house, on a seat at the highest point of the city, 

calling out to those who pass by, who go straight on 

their way. “Let all who are simple come in here!” 

she says to those who lack judgment.”  (Pr 9:14–16). 

Both of those appeals go out from the high points and 

they go out to all those who are “simple” – literally 

meaning those who are naïve and easily influenced. 

And the call is very much the same, “Come in here” 

is the invitation; “I have something to offer you,” is 

the appeal. 

Yet, as we look deeper into these two invitations, 

we quickly see that they are very different. They are 

first of all different in their character. The first 

appeal, aptly named “Wisdom” by Solomon, comes 

from a type of wisdom that is described as having a 

built house and solid foundation. This wisdom is 

strong; it will last; it can be counted upon.  

Conversely, the other type of wisdom, nicknamed 

“Folly” by the divine writer, is characterized not by 

what it has, but by what it is lacking. Though loud 

and boisterous and calling from the highest points of 

the city to attract attention and seem viable, we hear 

of no structure or foundation. Instead, we are told in 

verse 13 that this “wisdom” has no discipline and no 

true knowledge.   

As we look more closely at their invitations, we 

find that what is being offered is also very different. 

“Wisdom’s” appeal brings with it the promise of a 

banquet of meat and wine, a meal that provides 

sustenance and health. This meal is also presented on 

a set table where it can be slowly enjoyed with no 

distractions.  

On the other side, Folly’s invitation comes with 

the offer of food that is sweet and delicious to the 

taste. This is food that has great appeal; like that 

dessert table that beckons at the end of the line. Yet 

before consuming, look where it comes from and 

how it must be eaten? This food is stolen; it needs to 

be eaten in secret. Like a pickpocket stealing food 

from the market only to eat it in hiding, there is a 

danger and uncertainty that always accompanies 

those who rely on feeding themselves with this type 

of wisdom.  

Finally, we find that the intentions behind these 

invitations are what make them most different. In the 

“simple” that are invited, “Folly” sees a mark to be 

deceptively played. The invitation goes out, not to 

help, but to take advantage of those who are easily 

enticed. This type of wisdom sees in the helpless 

those who can be lured to the grave to join all the 

dead that have followed the appeal of this wisdom 

before them.  

However, for the “simple” in “Wisdom” sees 

those who are easily influenced and weak as those 

who need protection and help. It is not with evil 

intent that these people are sought, but to bring them 

understanding and the life that it leads to.  

As we consider what this Proverb means for us 

spiritually, we can quickly identify that the appeal 

that the Bible lists as “Folly” is the one that appeals, 

and then traps, so many in this world. It is the folly 

that comes from relying on human wisdom and 

reason. It is human reason that states, “I can figure it 
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out on my own.” It is human reason that believes, “I 

know best.”  

And using and relying on reason appeals to 

people for so many reasons. Mankind naturally rebels 

against the idea that we aren’t in control and that we 

don’t have all the answers. People are intrigued by 

the appeal that maybe God is keeping something 

from us. It was “Folly” that reached out to Eve and 

got her to believe Satan when he said, “God isn’t 

giving you all the info.” It is “Folly” that leads the 

atheist to deny God when all of his questions can’t be 

answered.  

The Folly of reason makes its appeal in the lives 

of Christians, too.  

 Whenever we question, even for a moment, 

God’s plans and purposes, “Folly” is reaching 

out to us.  

 It the folly of reason that entices whenever we 

wonder whether that story from the Bible really 

could’ve happened in such an unlikely way.  

 It is the folly of reason that fights for our 

attention whenever we look at the way of the 

world and wonder whether life might be a little 

easier and better if we took a different path.  

Folly’s appeal attracts so many, too, because it 

appeals to our desire to conform to the world around 

us. We’ve all been reprimanded with the same 

question, “If your friend jumped off a cliff, would 

you?” and the honest answer is, “Yes, we would.” In 

fact, we do it all the time when we follow the way of 

the world though we know exactly where it leads. 

The edge of the cliff leads to injury and death, and 

that is exactly where human reason leads us as well.  

As much as we like to think that we aren’t; we 

really are those simple, naïve, easily influenced 

crowds. 

As we rely on our reason and intellect, we fall in 

to the same mistakes that have plagued sinful people 

since Eve first relied on reason as her guide. We find 

trouble and regret as we say that we know better than 

God while we live here, and all who trust in reason 

alone and reject God’s way of wisdom find the 

eternal trouble and regret of hell when they go to the 

grave. Reason’s appeal is truly “Folly.” 

It is the lesser-trod path of the Bible that offers a 

way that is much different than the folly of reason. 

The Wisdom of the Bible tells us clearly that we 

can’t figure it out on our own. It tells us that we must 

sacrifice our intellect and reason. It urges us to rely 

on faith that doesn’t rest on what can be seen or 

understood. Following the wisdom of the Bible, we 

look to someone else to be our Savior from sin and 

death. Following the wisdom of the Bible, we trust 

that God will turn our struggles for our good. 

Following the wisdom of the Bible, we believe that 

we will prevail in life even when death takes our 

physical bodies.  

This way, as Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 1, is 

deemed foolish by the world, but those who follow 

this appeal find the truth: The way of the masses is 

simple and leads to death, it is the lesser chosen path 

of Faith that gives God’s rewards of life.  

How important it is, then, that we follow Peter’s 

urging to continue to grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. How vital that 

we follow Paul’s advice to Timothy to continue in 

what we know and have become convinced of. How 

necessary that we follow all those words of Scripture 

that point us to continually being in the Word of God.  

Because the question will continue to be asked of 

you: Whose appeal will you follow? As long as you 

are a student among the learned, as long as you are 

working amongst the successful, as long as you are 

on this earth living amongst the “Wise”, Satan will 

use the appeal of reason to urge you to doubt and 

consider whether there is a wiser way.  

May each one of us hold to the Wisdom of Faith 

that has been put into our hearts by the grace and 

working of the Holy Spirit. May each of us find the 

understanding and the life that comes from listening 

to Wisdom’s appeal. Amen.  

 


